
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Data Profiling and Automated 

Cleansing Using Oracle Warehouse 

Builder 10g Release 2  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Oracle Technology Network  

September 2006  
 



 

Data Profiling and Automated Cleansing using Oracle Warehouse Builder 10g Release 2 Page 2  

 

Data Profiling and Automated Cleansing Using Oracle 
Warehouse Builder 10 g  Release 2  
  

See how Oracle Warehouse Builder 10 g Release 2 enables you to graphically profile and then 
automatically correct the data within your data warehouse.  
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Most organizations build a data warehouse to provide an integrated, reliable, and �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���´�V�L�Q�J�O�H��
�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�X�W�K���µ�� �'�D�W�D�� �L�V�� �X�V�X�D�O�O�\�� �V�R�X�U�F�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �D�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �D�Q�G�� �K�D�V�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �H�[�W�U�D�F�W�H�G����
cleansed, and integrated before being made available for users to query.  

The quality of the data loaded into the data warehouse is often va riable, however, and for that 
reason, historically the process of profiling your source data has been a time -consuming, manual 
process that has required either lots of experience with SQL*Plus or the purchase of an expensive 
third -party tool.   

With the rel ease of Oracle Warehouse Builder 10 g Release 2, however, the ability to profile your data 

is built into the tool and no knowledge of SQL*Plus is required. Furthermore, the data profiles that you 
build using Oracle Warehouse Builder can be used to generate automatic corrections to your data. 
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Data Profiling and Correcting Within Oracle Warehouse 
Builder  
 

Data within your data warehouse can only be turned into actionable information w hen you are 
confident of its reliability. When you bring data into your data warehouse, you need to first 
understand the structure and the meaning of your data, and then assess the quality and the extent 
to which you may need to cleanse and transform it. O nce you know what actions you need to take, 
you then need to make the required corrections to the data, and put in place a means to detect 
and correct any more errors that might occur in future loads. To do this, Oracle Warehouse Builder 
10g Release 2 incl udes three new features that make this process simple and straightforward:  

1. Graphical Data Profiler �³ Enables you to understand the structure, semantics, content, 
anomalies, and outliers present in your data, and derive data rules that will later be used 
with in your data warehouse  

2. Correction Wizard �³ Takes your data rules and applies them to your data, automatically 
generating correction mappings to cleanse and transform your data  

3. Data Auditor �³ Takes your data rules and monitors the quality of subsequent data l oads  

Apart from removing the need for complex SQL*Plus scripts or third -party tools, doing your data 
profiling and corrections within Oracle Warehouse Builder has several advantages. The metadata 
that you generate about your data quality is stored alongsi de the other metadata in your design 
repository. Also, the mappings used to correct your data are regular Oracle Warehouse Builder 
mappings and can be monitored and managed with all of your other ETL (extract, transform, and  


