
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Best Practices for the Oracle Database 

10g OLAP Option  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

October 2005  
 



 

Best Practices for the Oracle Database 10g OLAP Option Page 2  

 

Best Practices for the Oracle Database 10g OLAP Option  

Part of this paper was first published on DBAZine.com, Octobe r 2005 

 

�´�7�K�H���2�/�$�3���2�S�W�L�R�Q���W�R���2�U�D�F�O�H������g gives you the ability to store multidimensional cubes of data in your 

Oracle database, and perform OLAP queries on them using OLAP DML, regular SQL or query tools 

such as Oracle Discoverer Plus OLAP. This paper provid es tips and best practices for designing, 

loading, aggregating and querying Oracle OLAP cubes and in addition takes a look at some of the 

new features introduced with 10 g �5�H�O�H�D�V�H�������µ 

Introduction  

The OLAP Option for Oracle Database 10g 10.1 is a recent add �L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �2�U�D�F�O�H�·�V�� �G�D�W�D�� �Z�D�U�H�K�R�X�V�L�Q�J��
�F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���J�L�Y�H�V���\�R�X���W�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���G�H�I�L�Q�H���P�X�O�W�L�G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�D�O���´�F�X�E�H�V�µ���R�I���G�D�W�D���D�Q�G���V�W�R�U�H���W�K�H�P���L�Q��
special OLAP datatypes. Derived from Oracle Express Server, the OLAP Option builds in to the Oracle 
database the capabil ities of stand -alone OLAP servers such as Oracle Express Server, Hyperion 
Essbase, and Microsoft Analysis Services. When you copy your data into an OLAP cube and then run 
a routine to aggregate the data, you can provide fast, flexible reporting for your us ers that frees 
them from the constraints of traditional relational reporting.  

Just as with regular relational data warehousing, though, you need to give some thought as to the 
best way to design your OLAP cube, and how you should go about configuring the d atabase, 
specifying storage, loading the cube, aggregating it, and then providing fast, predictable query 
responses for your users. Parts 1 and 2 of this article look at some tips and techniques for obtaining 
the best performance from the OLAP Option to Or acle Database 10g Release 1, and looks forward 
to some of the new features coming in 10g Release 2.  

 

About SolStonePlus  

�6�R�O�6�W�R�Q�H�3�O�X�V�� �R�I�I�H�U�� �D�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�� �S�R�U�W�I�R�O�L�R�� �R�I�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�F�U�R�V�V�� �2�U�D�F�O�H�·�V�� �H�Q�W�L�U�H�� �V�X�L�W�H�� �R�I��
technology and applications.  

Our heri tage in Business Intelligence and Data Warehousing (under the plus consultancy brand) 
�P�H�D�Q�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�O�O�� �R�I�� �R�X�U�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �U�L�J�K�W�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �K�H�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �R�X�U�� �F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�·�V�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� �D�Q�G�� �,�7����
�L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���� �$�V�� �D�� �P�H�D�Q�V�� �R�I�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �D�� �F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�·�V�� �W�R�W�D�O�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�Ws, this experience is 
second to none.  

We provide services encompassing consultancy, implementation, bespoke development, project 
management, support, training and license management, across all Oracle technologies �² 
Database, Application Server, E -Business Suite, Business Intelligence, Collaboration Suite, RAC, Mobile 
and Data Hub.   

Put simply: we can help you with any of your Oracle needs.  

Current hot topics in which we excel include:  

�x Business Intelligence & Data Warehousing  


