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An Introduction to Oracle Warehouse Builder 10g  

Whilst many Oracle DBAs build and maintain their data warehouses using nothing more than UNIX, SQL, and PL/SQL 
scripts, many are now starting to use graphical tools such as Oracle Warehouse Builder 10g (OWB) to help with 
development. What do tools such as OWB10g offer the DBA, and how can they help with the warehouse design and 
build? 

Introduction  

The Oracle database has many features that make it well suited to data warehousing, including 
support for very large databases, automated summary management, and an embedded 
multidimensional OLAP engine. Recent versions of Oracle have co me with built -in extraction, 
transformation, and load (ETL) features, and it is possible to build an Oracle data warehouse using 
just these features, and SQL*Plus.  

DBAs will, however, probably be aware that a number of vendors, including Oracle, offer tool s and 
applications that are designed to assist with the design, build, and load of data warehouses �³  a 
�W�\�S�H�� �R�I�� �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �D�V�� �D�Q�� �(�7�/�� �W�R�R�O���� �Z�L�W�K�� �2�U�D�F�O�H�� �2�U�D�F�O�H�·�V�� �R�Z�Q�� �R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �2�U�D�F�O�H��
Warehouse Builder 10 g. So, what does Oracle Warehouse Builder of fer the Oracle DBA, and how can 
it help with the warehouse project lifecycle?  

Product Architecture  

Oracle Warehouse Builder is a GUI tool used for building Oracle data warehouses and data marts. 
Written in Java and currently now at version 10, versions are  generally provided for Microsoft 
Windows, Intel Linux, and Solaris/HP -UX/AIX/Tru-64. OWB is licensed as part of the 10 g Developer Suite, 
though as versions are generally released more frequently than   updates to 10 g�'�6�����L�W�·�V���E�H�V�W���W�R���F�K�H�F�N��
on the OTN downlo ad site  to obtain the latest version.  

OWB10g consists of two main components: the design environment, which is concerned with working 
with metadata (abstract representations of warehouse objects, together with business rules), and the 
runtime environment, which takes this metadata and turns it into physical database objects and 
process flows.  

 


