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Oracle has recently released version 10 g of its database, which no w comes with an embedded 
multidimensional OLAP server known as the OLAP Option. Microsoft, which so famously took the 
OLAP market by storm with Analysis Services that came bundled with SQL Server 2000, is due to 
release the long -awaited upgrade, originally  �F�R�G�H�� �Q�D�P�H�G�� �´�<�X�N�R�Q���µ�� �E�X�W�� �Q�R�Z�� �U�H�Q�D�P�H�G�� �6�4�/�� �6�H�U�Y�H�U��
2005. Oracle and Microsoft are, in their own ways with these new releases, looking to reshape the 
OLAP industry, and this will have big implications for DBAs who currently look after data warehouses 
running o n traditional relational databases. So what have Oracle and Microsoft got in store, and 
what impact will this have on your future business intelligence applications?  

 

A Bit Of History  
 

The OLAP industry has a long and illustrious history , with the concept of multidimensional analysis 
�J�R�L�Q�J�� �E�D�F�N�� �W�R�� �.�H�Q�� �,�Y�H�U�V�R�Q�·�V�� �E�R�R�N����A Programming Language , released in 1962 with an 
�L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�W�H�� ���������V���� �D�Q�G�� �2�U�D�F�O�H�·�V�� �R�Z�Q�� �(�[�S�U�H�V�V�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�� �L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�H�G��
�E�\���2�U�D�F�O�H�·�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U�V���E�D�F�N���L�Q���������������7�K�H��OLAP industry has, until recently, been dominated by 
niche vendors such as Hyperion, Comshare, Microstrategy, with OLAP servers being typically priced 
in the tens to hundreds of thousands of dollars, and data stored in standalone, dedicated 
multidimensiona l databases. However, in the past few years, the big database vendors such as 
Oracle and Microsoft have started to move into the OLAP market, bundling OLAP servers with their 
traditional relational databases, and pricing them competitively to undercut the �´�E�H�V�W�� �R�I�� �E�U�H�H�G�µ��
�Y�H�Q�G�R�U�V���� �,�Q�L�W�L�D�O�� �Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �2�/�$�3�� �V�H�U�Y�H�U�V�� �F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�H�G�� �R�Q�� �S�O�D�\�L�Q�J�� �´�F�D�W�F�K-�X�S�µ�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H��
dedicated OLAP vendors, but new releases from each of the vendors in their own way threaten to 
redefine the OLAP market and move the game away from the dedicated OLAP vendors. So what 
are Oracle and Microsoft up to?  

 

Microsoft Analysis Services 2005  
 

Microsoft made a huge impact on the OLAP market  in 1998 when they released OLAP Services, a 
�´�I�U�H�H�µ�� �2�/�$�3�� �V�H�U�Y�H�U�� �E�X�Q�G�O�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �6�4�/�� �6�H�U�Y�H�U�� ���������� �2�/�$�3�� �6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V was built on technology Microsoft 
acquired when it purchased the OLAP technology of Panorama Software Systems, an Israeli startup, 
which gave Microsoft an experienced team of OLAP developers to drop in to their existing SQL 
Server development team based i n Redmond, Washington. Although priced competitively and with 
�D�Q���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H���V�H�W���R�I���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�����W�D�N�H���X�S���R�I���0�L�F�U�R�V�R�I�W�·�V���2�/�$�3���V�H�U�Y�H�U���Z�D�V���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���R�I�� �6�4�/��
Server 2000, which came with an upgraded OLAP server now known as Analysis Services. Analys is  

 

 

 


