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Oracle Database 10g OLAP Performance Tips &
Techniques - Part 2

Introduction

The OLAP Option to Oracle 10 g gives you the ability to store multidimensional cubes of data in your
Oracle database, and perform OLAP queries on them using OLAP DML, regular SQL or query tools
such as Oracle Discoverer Plus OLAP.

In part 1 of this article, you learned tips and best pr actices for designing Oracle OLAP cubes. Part 2
covers loading, aggregating, and querying Oracle OLAP cubes and takes a look at some of the new
features coming with 10 g Release 2.

Loading and Aggregating Data

Once you have defined your Analytic Workspace , allocated storage and set initialisation
parameters appropriately, you will want to load data from your source tables and (optionally) pre -
aggregate your cubes.

Using Analytic Workspace Manager 10 g, you can easily define how data in database tables and
columns maps to measures and dimensions within your analytic workspace (Figure 2). Users of Oracle
Warehouse Builder will recognise the approach that Analytic Workspace Manager takes to mapping
source data to targets, although it should be noted that you ca n only load data directly from source
to target using this feature, and any data cleansing or transformation will need to take place prior to

using Analytic Workspace Manager.

Figure 2: Mapping source data to analytic workspace objects using AWM10g.
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