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�´�2�/�$�3�� �R�U�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O����real -time or batch updates? Do you still need an ODS or staging area? This 

presentation cuts through the jargon and proposes an effective, layered architecture for Oracle 

data warehouses based on the new features in OWB 10gR2, Oracle Database 10gR2, and th e OLAP 

�R�S�W�L�R�Q���µ 

Introduction  

The Oracle Database is the number one data warehousing platform on the market today, regularly 
supporting databases many terabytes in size and with data warehousing -specific features available 
in the database since Oracle 7.  

An increasingly popular tool for working with Oracle data warehouses is Oracle Warehouse Builder, 
�2�U�D�F�O�H�·�V�� �H�[�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���� �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �O�R�D�G�� ���(�7�/���� �W�R�R�O�� �W�K�D�W�� �F�R�P�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �P�R�G�H�O�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G��
designing and maintaining your data warehouse. Many Oracle cu stomers have build data 
warehouses using these products, and supplemented them when needed with additional products 
from third -parties.  

�,�I���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���N�H�S�W���X�S���W�R���G�D�W�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���2�U�D�F�O�H���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�V�����\�R�X���F�D�Q�·�W���K�H�O�S���E�X�W���K�D�Y�H��
noticed a number of  new features coming into the database designed to enhance your Oracle 
data warehouse. Since Oracle 8i, the database has supported relational OLAP (ROLAP) through the 
use of analytic SQL, dimensions and star transformations, and with version 9i Oracle intr oduced the 
OLAP Option and the Data Mining Option to extend these capabilities further.  

Getting data into your data warehouse used to involve writing complicated SQL*Loader control files; 
these days however you have external tables, Change Data Capture and  Transportable 
Tablespaces, whilst the venerable Import and Export have been replaced with Datapump.  

Oracle Warehouse Builder has evolved over the years to keep up with these new features. You can 
now deploy your warehouse as either a relational star schem a or a multi -dimensional analytic 
workspace, and Warehouse Builder supports many of the new ETL features introduced with Oracle 9i 
and 10g such as MERGE, multi -table INSERTs and table functions.  

Given all these choices though, what constitutes an effectiv e, modern Oracle data warehousing 
architecture? Which of these new features should you use, and how do you go about using them? 
�:�K�D�W���D�U�H���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���L�Q���2�U�D�F�O�H���'�D�W�D�E�D�V�H�������J�� �W�K�D�W���\�R�X�� �V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J�� �R�X�W���I�R�U���� �D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W�·�V��
coming up in the new 10g Release  2 version of Oracle Warehouse Builder that will make your data 
warehouse more effective?  

This paper will attempt to answer these questions, and provide a glimpse at the new features in 
Oracle Database 10gR2 and Oracle Warehouse Builder 10g Release 2, pre viously known by the 
�F�R�G�H�Q�D�P�H���´�3�D�U�L�V�µ�� 

 

 


